The effect of propylthiouracil (PTU) on heat production in chickens maintained on different levels of nutrition.
Using the method of forced feeding on higher and lower levels, two groups of chickens differring in growth rate were obtained. In the chickens of the two groups 72 measurements of heat production were made. Chickens of these groups were compared considering either the same age or similar body weight. It has been found that propythiouracil treatment (120 mg/kg duging 10 consecutive days) decreases heat production in the chickens of both groups. However, this effect was much more pronounced in the birds maintained on the higher level of nutrition and growing more rapidly than in those maintained on the lower level of nutrition and growing slowly.